
P. D. Malloch.

A brief history, by Brian Taylor

Peter Duncan Malloch was born near Perth,
Scotland in 1853. 
A prodigious talent despite his lack of formal
education, Peter Malloch opened the business,
which still bears his name, in 1875.

This business, which he operated with his 
brother, initially supplied fishing tackle 
and carried out taxidermy (or 'Bird Stuffer' 
as it was quaintly called). 

As demand increased they acquired bigger premises,
at 209 High Street, Perth, to include rod and reel
making, fly tying and sporting goods. 



Estate and river management became part of his business and he helped 
improve several estate fisheries, particularly on the River Tay. They later 
moved to 26, Scott Street where he also acted as “Factor” to Battleby House 
and Inveralmond Estate. 

Of interest to tackle collectors, the estate was the home of the Maxtone-
Graham family. [Jamie Maxtone-Graham was a famous post WW2 tackle 
dealer]
His good friend John Guille Millais, of Annat Lodge, Perth, [son of the 
founder of the Pre-Raphaelite brotherhood John Everett Millais (along with 
William Holman Hunt and Dante Gabriel Rossetti)] with whom he shared a 
deep interest in natural history, called him the best fisherman of his 
generation. Several times he won the prestigious Loch Leven Championship 
and represented Scotland in Angling Competitions.

From the Dundee Courier 1880

Over the years he took out several angling related patents. Among the most 
notable were his “Sun and Planet” reel which is a dual cogged drive 
multiplying plate-wind (1880) and his famed “Side-caster reel” (1884). Other 
patents were for Fly books, Line winders, Rod holders, Reel brakes, Tackle 
cases, Folding reel handles, Reel gearing, Lead weights, etc.



Peter was a friend of the Newark, England, reel maker David Slater  and 
between them they supplied several of Messrs Hardy Brothers reels during 
Hardy’s early years. These are thought to have included Plate winds and 
Hercules style reels. Although Malloch made many reels it should be noted 
that they also, over the years, sold reels badged for themselves, but made by 
others.

His other talents included Fly Tying, and he was responsible for the 
development of several full-bodied salmon fly patterns. His taxidermy is very 
collectable today, particularly spectacular fish, but he also produced fine 
stuffed birds and animals too.

In 1910 he wrote “The Life History and Habits of the Salmon, Sea Trout and 
Other Fresh Water Fish”. This book was the result of his many years of 
studying these fish and their habitat and was considered by many to be the 
definitive work on this subject.



To quote from the current P D Malloch website
“He was the first to study the importance of scale markings on salmon, and 
proved that every period passed in river or sea could be explained by 
markings on the scale themselves. With his encyclopedic knowledge of insect
life, it is not surprising that he achieved much renown as a fisherman.” 
(http://www.pdmalloch.com)

Peter Malloch died in 1921, aged 68. Members of the Malloch family 
continued to run the business until 1964 when it was sold. The next owners 
continued until 1981. The shop is know owned by John & Elaine Buntin in 
partnership, trading as P.D.Malloch. 

P D Malloch’s obituary from The Times, 
30th May 1921; written by his friend John G. Millais

http://www.pdmalloch.com/
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