P. D. Malloch.

A brief history, by Brian Taylor

Peter Duncan Malloch was born near Perth,
Scotland in 1853.

A prodigious talent despite his lack of formal
education, Peter Malloch opened the business,
which still bears his name, in 1875.
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209 HIGH STREET, PERTH.

As demand increased they acquired bigger premises,
at 209 High Street, Perth, to include rod and reel
making, fly tying and sporting goods.
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This business, which he operated with his
brother, initially supplied fishing tackle
and carried out taxidermy (or 'Bird Stuffer'
as it was quaintly called).
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Estate and river management became part of his business and he helped
improve several estate fisheries, particularly on the River Tay. They later
moved to 26, Scott Street where he also acted as “Factor” to Battleby House
and Inveralmond Estate.
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Coats, Archibald, Battleby House and Inveralmond, Perth.

Factor—P. T). Mallach, Perth.
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Of interest to tackle collectors, the estate was the home of the Maxtone-
Graham family. [Jamie Maxtone-Graham was a famous post WW2 tackle
dealer]

His good friend John Guille Millais, of Annat Lodge, Perth, [son of the
founder of the Pre-Raphaelite brotherhood John Everett Millais (along with
William Holman Hunt and Dante Gabriel Rossetti)] with whom he shared a
deep interest in natural history, called him the best fisherman of his
generation. Several times he won the prestigious Loch Leven Championship
and represented Scotland in Angling Competitions.
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The heaviest basket for a sing'e rod was brought in

by Mr P. D. Malloch, of Perth, with 39 trout, 35 i
s 6 o5+ totalih the séie St 45 Eroh, i3='1h|. From the Dundee Courier 1880

14 0z. The heaviest trout of the season weirhed 4
Over the years he took out several angling related patents. Among the most
notable were his “Sun and Planet” reel which is a dual cogged drive
multiplying plate-wind (1880) and his famed “Side-caster reel” (1884). Other
patents were for Fly books, Line winders, Rod holders, Reel brakes, Tackle
cases, Folding reel handles, Reel gearing, Lead weights, etc.




Peter was a friend of the Newark, England, reel maker David Slater and
between them they supplied several of Messrs Hardy Brothers reels during
Hardy’s early years. These are thought to have included Plate winds and
Hercules style reels. Although Malloch made many reels it should be noted
that they also, over the years, sold reels badged for themselves, but made by
others.

His other talents included Fly Tying, and he was responsible for the
development of several full-bodied salmon fly patterns. His taxidermy is very
collectable today, particularly spectacular fish, but he also produced fine
stuffed birds and animals too.

In 1910 he wrote “The Life History and Habits of the Salmon, Sea Trout and
Other Fresh Water Fish”. This book was the result of his many years of
studying these fish and their habitat and was considered by many to be the
definitive work on this subject.




To quote from the current P D Malloch website .
“He was the first to study the importance of scale markings on salmon, and

proved that every period passed in river or sea could be explained by
markings on the scale themselves. With his encyclopedic knowledge of insect
life, it is not surprising that he achieved much renown as a fisherman.”

(http: //www.pdmalloch.com)

Peter Malloch died in 1921, aged 68. Members of the Malloch family
continued to run the business until 1964 when it was sold. The next owners
continued until 1981. The shop is know owned by John & Elaine Buntin in
partnership, trading as P.D.Malloch.

P D Malloch’s obituary from The Times,
30™ May 1921; written by his friend John G. Millais

When he was 18 he came into Perth, and

A GREAT ANGLER AND
NATURALIST, -

MALLOCH OF PERTH.
(By J. G. Millais.)

There has passed away at Porth, at
the age of 68 years, Poter Donald Malloch,
& name perhaps more familiar to sports-
men in the Highlands than any other,
Among fishermen he will be = hered

took a room in & back wynd oft High-strect,
and there, assisted by his faithful boother,
James, he worked hard to acquire s small
business in taxidermy and fishi tackle,
It was shout this time I frst mﬂnﬁlm. and
with congenial tastea we soon became fast
friends. I alwnys remember with gratitude
that he gave me my first commission—3as. Gd.
for & picture of & kinglisher, which, I believe,
ﬁ still %Mdmﬁrﬁ of the firm. Fmend;
umble innin alloch Boon progriss
and was able tosfal-.o a front a\m;'; in High-
strect, where he pemai T MmOy years,
later adding rod, fly, reel, and bird-stuffing
st the back. As business

as one who identified himself not only
a3 the most complete exponent of skill
with the rod and line, but also 6s & natura-
list who took a scientific interest in the
sport and found out the whole life
history of trout and salmon by practical
method and hard study.
Malloch, althoush Lo of humble parentage
possessing lttle of the sdvantages of
bigher educstion, may be said to have gone
further in expluning the life histories both
of galmon and trout, end the various foods
on which they existed, than any other man.
His knowledge of the movements of these
fsh—and  espocially the flies and diplera
by trout—w:

¥ m
sccepted knowledge in the 'seventies and
'eiﬁhm Melloch set to work to learn his whols
subjoct ab inifio, and’took nothing for granted
‘unless he had, proved every point by actual
X nee.
remember once at Lach Leven he saw riso
& new fly of & epecies he had not hitherte
noticed. "He had nothing in his book like it,
bk on his next visit ha used his ** Corneenke '
wing, I faney won the Lech Leven
champlonship with it. Curiously esough, this
fiy oq}fr suceecded for a short time, and is now
only used occasionally.
PracTicAr INvERTIONS,
His mind was as practical as it was inventive,
and, though it took many vears to evolve and
e practical, the best innovatior in kis
trade may be said to be the * Sun and Planet
reel, s flshing reel working a system of cogs
by which the line could run cut casily with
o;ll‘[v s elight cheek when & fish was playing,
and yet could be wound up with great swilt-
ness,  Morcover, when & fish i running the
handly cesses to revolve with the axle, while
there 8 no denger of its catching in any
obstruction, offén the cause of a sudden break.
1 I often talked over this invention with him
i in the enrly "eighties and made many drawings
| tor him, and though I cannot claim any credit
for its construction, he was good endugh to
present me with the first example he made in
his workshop, and after 30 years it works as
well to-day. Another clever invention was his

line runs off without a check. Then, when the
reel ks turned again to the usual gmilirm. the
Iiny can be wound in slowly and the whole
area of the stream worked.

Born over 68 years ago in the pleasant
little vilh.ﬁc ]:;! Almond Bank, drfa.r Parth,
young Malloch spent hiz earl in the
woods and nsl-i_ngpeontinumat,i fha Almond
river. Education in his days was mneither
compulsory nor as comyplete as it is to-day,

in his favourite pumuits. By the
time ho was 14 he was able to stuff birds woll,
wike a rod, and tie fies, bub as certain re-
muneration did not evolve from such things
he took to peeling oaks in the woods, &% the

a week, He also
served & short :’?pnnldmhip in the bleach
works at Huntingtower,

ressed in later years he acquired a mueh

r egtablishment in Scott-steest, whers the
& ds for his materials involved greater
responsibilities,

‘or 40 years Malloch worked hard at his

usiness, and with his groat knowledge of
fish and game ho gradually built up o great
Erade in all that related to Highland sport.
Hig services were in constant demand both in
the letting and buying of Highland estates,
the making of new lochs, the ereation of satlmon
pools, and assisting the passage of salmon
and sca trout by means of ladders round or
l.hmug}n obstructing falls. He Improved the
rod isling and i the ronts of propriet
on the Tay by i; imoma; ﬂra; clazs
spring fishing river, and this without deroga-
tin the value of the nets, which he con-
trolled in such a woy that hoth interests were
madeto pay.  Butthe Tay is enly one instance
of the numerous cnterprises for estate and
eport improvements which be carried out,
from tho Hebrides to Fife, and Dumfries to
tho Shetlands. Thera was searcely & loch or
river in Beotland he had not visited end fished,
BEILL WITH THE Rop,

Of his skill with the rod 1 could wrlte a
book, for having fished with many of the best
men in Scotland durlng the past 40 years,
I should say he waseasily the best angler af
his time. Genius is always difficult Lo explain,
but may be summed up in the fact that the
super-man exceéls in evory department of his
art and yet to each s little something
extra in the way of uz‘gimtil-g of his own.

One te angler, whom I heard abnsing
Malloch for his apparently incorrect estimate
of what he ooght to cateh, told him to go and
try the place. Malloch went, and the
evening I mef him in Perth Station ling
fo romove nine big salmon. His knowledge
of the favoursble momont when to fish was
unigque.  One day I walked round Loch Loven
and shot a good bag of 66 duck and suipe.
I was ﬂbini well, 50 wanted to complete the
circuit of the loch. We lunched at Duncans
Corner, when Malloch suddenly looked up and
siid the breeze was eoming from the east and
that I muost come on to the boat and fish with
him. I was reluctant, but gave in as I
necopted  Malloch's  superior %dmm In
two drifts to the boat the trout rose
o4 [ never saw them beforo or since, and we
got 40, with four over 3lb. Malloch's best duy
at Loch en was 49 trout 49lb. There he
won_the National Angling Club's competition
on six occosions, and carried off the ehampion-
ship of Loch Leoven four times.  Perhaps his
best day in Scotland was st Loch Mora,
Sutherland, when he and his son Gilbort, as
fine a trout fisher as himself, took 212ib, of
troat.
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